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The VCF: Brief History - Projects



Grifone Gyps fulvus 

coppie

2015  ~ 30.000 pairs 
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Griffon Vulture 

reintroductions



First reintroduction in Europe

Griffon Vulture

Massif Central – Grand Causses

Beginning 1968

LPO/FIR BirdLife France

FCBV BVCF

Parc National des Cévennes

………..
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Jonte : 1981-1986

Navacelles
1993-1998

Grands Causses

Southern Alps
Vercors 1999-2007

Baronnies 
1996 - 2001

Verdon 1999 - 2004

GRIFFON VULTURE

FRANCE- number of released birds 

MASSIF CENTRAL – NAVACELLES (1970-1987) 86

Southen Alps (1996-2008): 227

Baronnies (1996-2001): 61

Dios (1999-2008): 75

Gorges du Verdon (1999-2005): 91

500
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22° rencontre du groupe Vautours France, Jaujac  (Ardèche) 12 mars 2016

Luca Giraudo Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime
Alberti Silvia Parco Naturale Alpi Cozie



Observazioni per il 

periodo 1789-1998

(210 anni)  N=12

22° rencontre du groupe Vautours France, Jaujac (Ardèche) 12 mars 2016

Luca Giraudo Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime
Alberti Silvia Parco Naturale Alpi Cozie



Osservazioni per il 

periodo 1999-2006

(8 anni)  N=36

Luca Giraudo Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime
Alberti Silvia Parco Naturale Alpi Cozie



Osservazioni per il 

periodo 2007-2017

(11 anni ) N= 838

Luca Giraudo Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime
Alberti Silvia Parco Naturale Alpi Cozie
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22° rencontre du groupe Vautours France, Jaujac  (Ardèche) 12 mars 2016

Luca Giraudo Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime
Alberti Silvia Parco Naturale Alpi Cozie
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Andamento delle osservazioni di grifone 
in Lombardia 2001-2017

Enrico Bassi



Luca Giraudo Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime
Alberti Silvia Parco Naturale Alpi Cozie



Annual totals of Griffon Vultures recorded in Germany 1800–2006



Croatian Griffons and their movements

Middle east

•Breeding on inlands

• Long seasonal movements

•Adults sedentary, young and immature erratic

•Since 1990 ringed and tagged about 1000 Griffons
(5.500 sightings from all around Europe, Africa and Asia)

G. Susic





National Park Hohe Tauern



Central Balkans - Bulgaria



REGIONE AUTONOMA FRIULI VENEZIA GIULIA 

Alpi orientali

Eastern italian Alps







WEBCAM



Croatian 

colonies

HOHE 

TAUERN

ITALY

Estivation areas

Main movements 

Reintroduction site

Main connection routes with Croatia  

New areas explored 



Origin of the birds observed

Movements of released birds
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GPS locations

Each individual = distinct colour

Study period: 2006 - 2014

12 Griffon vultures. (ca. 18000 GPS fixes)

LOCATIONS OF 12 GRIFFON VULTURES  - 2006-2014

Dipartimento di Scienze AgroAlimentari, Ambientali e Animali  



LOCATIONS OF 12 GRIFFON VULTURES  IN THE STUDY AREA -

2006-2014

National Park Hohe Tauern (A)

Riserva Naturale Regionale del 

Lago di Cornino (Feeding

point) and Prealps (I-SLO)

Kvarner (CRO) 

Dipartimento di Scienze AgroAlimentari, Ambientali e Animali  



Main food resources in the areas

Feeding point – FVG (I)

50 tons/year

Pastoralism Kvarner (CRO)

All year in the field

35.000 sheep 

Pastoralism and livestock  

NPHT-Salzburg (A)

From June to  September

Cattle   15.000

Sheep  12.000

Horses      400



Reintroductions 

C

R

O

NE Italy

Diois - Vercors

Baronnies

Gorges du Verdon

500 Km

Contemporary census in the Alps 

(August 2017)    N. of birds

2500

600-800
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Breeding colonies in 

Croatia



Historical presence 

of the Griffon 

Vulture in Italy

Recently disappeared

Uncertain information

Sicily

Sardinia

Last colony in 

Sardinia

Main movements

Certain Information 



Reintroductions

Last colonies in sardinia

Main movements

Appennines

Sicily

Pollino N.P. 

Eastern Alps

Sardinia

Situation of the Griffon 

Vulture in Italy - 2017

Area

2017

ReleasedPairs Ind

Sardinia 45 150? 60*

East. Alps 45 200-400 80

Appennines 50 200 93

Sicily 30 130 81

Parks Pollino e 

Appennino 

Lucano
3-5? ? 75

Tot. 180 700-900 389

* Restocking in progress
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Griffon Vulture

Main movements in Italy



Grazie

Thanks  for 

your attention


