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In Sardinia, the 
protection of 
griffon vultures 
has a key role in 
the valorization of 
the Natural 
Capital and 
associated 
ecosystem 
services



The griffon vulture is confined in the North-Western part of 
the Island. A natural area of high naturalistic value, where 
livestock is extensively bred 



This type of breeding has allowed us taking advantages of 
the derogations foreseen in EU regulations* and designing 
a network of 40 farm feeding stations in this area as an 
action to mitigate food shortage

*regolamento CE 1069/2009 e regolamento UE 142/2011



NORMATIVE 
REQUIREMENTS

• Artt. 16,17,18 (Capo II, 
Sez 3) Regulation CE 
1069/2009

• Regulation UE 142/2011



NORMATIVE 
REQUIREMENTS

• Artt. 16,17,18 (Capo II, 
Sez 3) Regulation CE 
1069/2009

• Regulation UE 142/2011



NORMATIVE 
REQUIREMENTS

• Regulation UE 142/2011



DESCRIPTION OF THE PROCEDURE

We took advantage of the decree issued by the 
regional Department for the Environment, which, 
after having obtained the ISPRA permission*, had 
already identified the vulture feeding area**

where it was possible to realize the farm feeding 
stations.

* n.48507 del 03/12/2013
** Det. regionale 422 del 13/05/2014 



1. Requested and obtained the creation of a 
working group *.

2. The results of the working group were submitted 
to the opinion of the Ministry of Health **

3. Approval of the authorization procedure ***

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROCEDURE

* 09/06/2014
** Direzione generale per Igiene e Sicurezza degli Alimenti e la Nutrizione – Ufficio III. 
*** Determina regionale 1199 del 2016



CONTENT OF THE DETERMINA REGIONALE 1199 DEL 2016







WHY legalize this practice?

And do not leave things like they were?



1. BECAUSE, following the EU regulation 
1774/2002, the control operated by the 
competent authorities (ASL) increased, and most 
of the carcasses were abandoned in places not 
visible and inaccessible to the vultures, favoring 
wild boars and the stray dogs

2. BECAUSE livestock was reduced and therefore 
food availability decreased;

3. BECAUSE it is not possible to quantify the 
carcasses illegally disposed;



1. BECAUSE the presence of free carcasses in the 
field attracts predators and increases the risk of 
poisonings

2. BECAUSE the risk associated with the disposal of 
carcasses treated with vet drugs was ignored and 
not controlled



http://www.lifeundergriffonwings.eu/export/sites/default/.galleries/doc-
notizie/Farm-feeding-station-set-up-plan.pdf



WE MADE A 
COMMUNICATION 
STRATEGIC 
PLAN

We choose a 
transparent procedure: 
we presented ourselves 
together with the ASLs 
to breeders and we 
sold the «product»



Within the SCI area of the Alghero
there are no farms because it is all 
included in the park area.

NEARBY AREAS, DIFFERENT CULTURES
In the project area we have at least three types of carcass disposal 
management:

Bosa and Villanova: these two areas, 
despite being within the same site of 
Community interest (SCI), show two 
different ways of disposal: in Villanova they 
are put underground; in Bosa the carcasses 
are mostly left in the field

Campeda: in this area the large 
farms of cattle and sheep are 
concentrated. All breeders are 
covered by insurances for the 
disposal of carcasses.



BOSANO APPROACH

«Thanks to you the griffon vultures have survived to 
nowadays. 

You have the opportunity to legalize this practice »



DENSITY MAP



VILLANOVESE APPROACH

«Putting the carcasses underground 
is forbidden»

Supported by the Mayor, and thanks 
to the reports issued by the NCA,  we 
asked the vet services to increase the 
control on the disposal of carcasses



CAMPEDESE APPROACH

«Let me calculate the savings generated…»



SOME EXAMPLES OF FARM FEEDING STATIONS



THE RESULTS

Feeding stations
• 2 centralized
• 11 farms

Biomass disposed
• 14.997 kg. representing 

57% of the annual 
requirements of the 
griffon colony

• Feeding stations 
regularly visited by 
griffons
• 1 centralized
• 9 farm feeding 

stations



We made the farmers accountable for vulture 
conservation
We quantified the saving generated
We are starting to show the recreational potential

We have created perfect places where to supply the 
carcasses for the griffon vultures 
We have prevented stray dogs to feed on the 
carcasses, thus decreasing the risk of zoonosis 
diffusion (eg echinococcosis)
We have improved the control against the use of 
poisons with the anti-poison dog unit

THE RESULTS



THE ANTI-POISON DOG UNIT



THE ANTI-POISON DOG UNIT



WHAT IS CHANGING WITH THE FARM FEEDING 
STATIONS?

The farm feeding stations represent a cultural 
revolution for our countrysides:



THE REVOLUTION IS MADE BY MEN







THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION


