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The reintroduction in Abruzzo

PERCHÈ?

WHY?
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Thew reintroduction in Abruzzo

Rationally there would have been several good
reasons to do it… or not to do it at all!

• Uncertainty about the presence of a previous self-sustaining

population (last records in XVI century)

• Priority of the reintroduction vs. limited funding available for 

the conservation of threatened wildlife demanding huge

support

• Unknown extinction drivers and subsequent inability to 

remove them…
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Whatever the theory…

We have to deal with vultures now!

The reintroduction in Abruzzo
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But how to deal with that?

1993-2007:

From 2008:

Releasing vultures, (heavily) 
feeding them, monitoring 
reproduction

How to go further?
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FROM REINTRODUCTION TO MANAGEMENT!

The reintroduction in Abruzzo



The management of griffon vultures

2- Do the find enough food in the wild?

3- Is supplementary feeding playing a significant
role in supporting this population?

1- What do we know about this population?

4- Are there threats undermining its
conservation, and what?

And…
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Does it was a successful
reintroduction?
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The management of griffon vultures



What do we know about this population?

Capturing (and marking) griffon vultures

• 51 capture attempts (2010-2017)
• 19 successful captures (37%)
• Yelded 307 vultures (192 individuals)
• 16,6 vultures/capture (1-49)
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To what extent they spread and from where
they come from

April 2016

July 2014

July 2015
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October 2007

May-July 2008

July 2009

May 2007

October 2010

February 2011
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To what extent they spread and from where 
they come from
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To what extent they spread and from where
they come from
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To what extent they spread and from where
they come from: its a matter of scale



Is there enough food in the wild?

• 41 grifoni con GPS (2010-2017)

• Sopralluoghi su ca. 700 cluster di 
localizzazioni

• Il 70% circa dei sopralluoghi 
evidenziano la presenza di una di 
carcassa (1.3 carcasse/survey)
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39% Cattle
42% Horses
14% Sheep and goats
4% Red deer and wild 
boar
<1% Other species



• How often do they feed out of the feeding point?

• Foraging rate predictive models

• Where do they find carcasses?

• What risks they face while moving
around?
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Is there enough food in the wild?



• It could be difficult to estimate actual food intake!
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Is there enough food in the wild?



What is the role of supplementary
feeding?

Convegno Internazionale «Vent’anni di gipeto in Italia» Parco Nazionale dello Stelvio, 18 marzo 2018



Are there individual differences in feeding point 
attendance?

• Recording marked individuals (color rings) at the 
feeding place!

• 2010: camera-trap monitoring

• 2014: beginning of color rings deployment
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What is the role of supplementary
feeding?



Does it was a successful
reintroduction?
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Constantly growing breeding pairs, but…
Susceptibility to stochastic event
Relative independence from supplemental feeding
Trend of «natural» food resources: hardly predictable
Contiuous flow of griffons from and towards other
populations (and associated risks)
Very high human-caused mortality
Unknown effect of heavy metals (e.g. lead) and drugs
(NSAIDs)
Lack of a nation-wide action plan



THANK YOU!

GRAZIE !

ISTITUTO ABRUZZESE AREE PROTETTE

ISPRA
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